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- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 January 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 47-50 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim (s) 47-50 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 08 January 2001 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Examiner acknowledges receipt of the Preliminary Amendment filed on January 8, 2001. 
Examiner apologizes for the unnecessary delay in processing of this amendment/application due to office 
error. 

2. Claims 1-46 have been canceled and new claims 47-50 have been added. Claims 47-50 are 
presented for examination. 

3. The changes made to the specification and drawings have been noted and approved by the 
Examiner. 

4. The information regarding the parent application needs to be included in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or aforeign country or in Public 

use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the Un.ted States. 

6. Claims 47-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mover, et al. (USPN 
4,719,586). 

Moyer, et al. teaches of a process control for monitoring and adjusting an apparatus for a 
manufacturing system. As for claim 47, Moyer adjusts a manufacturing device based upon an adjustment 
value (a statistical evaluation of previously manufactured workpieces). The determining means for 
determining a compensating value and applying means of the instant invention are taught by the 
measurement compensation system of the patented invention. As stated by Moyer, "... after the current 
spring has been measured, the system will adjust pitch tool 30 to ensure that the next spring will be 
manufactured closer to the desired mean..." (see column 7, lines 20-25). A pitch adjustment value is 
derived and the coiler is adjusted in accordance with the pitch adjustment value. 
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As per claims 48 & 49, the applicant's memory means for storing data representative of a plurality 
of control rules is taught by the statistical "rules" employed by Moyer to determine the proper control 
adjustments (see columns 1 1 and 12). 

The limitations of method claim 50 are rejected on the same basis and for the reasons as 
aforementioned with regard to claims 47-49, as a method for the apparatus of claim 47. 

For the reasons stated above, the limitations of the claimed invention is taught by the prior art of 
record; thereby, rendering the instant claims unpatentable. 



be directed to Sheela Rao whose telephone number is (703) 305-9766. The examiner can normally be 
reached Tuesday - Thursday from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Leo 
Picard, can be reached on (703) 308-0538. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 for Official Communications 

hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Receptionist - Sixth Floor 

Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, Virginia 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 





Sheela S. Rao 
March 17, 2004 



LEO PICARD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



